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WORLD ORGANISATION FOR ANIMAL HEALTH

INFORMATION SHEET

OIE virtual workshop:
Preparing for and dealing with incursion of an infectious disease — rabies

Monday 22" &Tuesday 23" March
12-3pm IST (Meeting time calculator https://bit.ly/2NyxFUm )

Background

Rabies is one of the deadliest zoonoses, killing nearly 59,000 people worldwide each year. Over
95% of human cases of rabies are due to dog bites and we have the tools needed to eradicate it.
Although rabies is endemic throughout much of Asia, many countries—particularly in the Pacific
region—remain free from the disease. However, these countries are still at risk of disease
incursion and vigilance is key to remaining free from rabies. A risk assessment study conducted
by the OIE in 2019 showed large scale movement of dogs by land and sea across South East Asia
— these pose a threat to many areas in the region, including island countries. To this end, many
countries have various legislations such as biosecurity or sanitary protection laws which include
contingency policies to tackle a potential incursion.

We will hold a series of virtual meetings for the Asia and Pacific region to share updates,
progresses and tools from the OIE and partners, and also experiences from countries. Meetings
are being organised for endemic countries in ASEAN and SAARC - the focus of these is on rabies
control and elimination. However, for non-endemic countries or those with the disease only in
a specific infected zone, it is more appropriate to focus on prevention measures, risk
communication skills, and contingency plans should an incursion of rabies occur. Many of the
principles of biosecurity and contingency planning are applicable to other zoonoses and skills
from this workshop can be applied to other diseases.

Preparation

A short online survey has been shared with the OIE Delegate and Focal Point for Animal Disease
Notification. This should be submitted to the OIE by either of these contact persons in advance
of the training, by Monday 15" March, to be included in the summary presentation on Day 1.

Provisional agenda
Day 1, Monday 22nd March: Rabies preparedness in the region (3 hours)

Presentation Speaker Time
Opening of workshop & participants’ photo OIE RRAP 5 min
Welcome remarks OIE Regional 5 min
Representative
Outline of the virtual workshop OIE RRAP 5 min
What is “Zero by 30"7? TBC 20 min
Risk assessment on cross-border spread of dog- | Professor Michael 30 min
mediated rabies in South-East Asia Ward, University of
Sydney and Dr Victoria
Brookes, Charles Sturt
University, Australia




Preparedness across the region — summary of Members’ | OIE RRAP 15 min

survey

Comfort break 10 min

Keeping rabies out — examples of plans in the region Members 45 min

Discussion/Q&A Chair: OIE RRAP 45 min
Day 2, Tuesday 23" March: Contingency planning and risk communication for rabies (3 hours)

Presentation Speaker Time

Welcome and brief recap from workshop day 1 OIE RRAP 5 min

Contingency plans — effectively eliminating an outbreak | Dr  Changchun  Tu, | 20 min

and preventing further spread CVRI, China (OIE

expert)

Rabies incursion into a free region — a multi-sectoral | TBC 15 min

problem

Public awareness and community communication Dr  Robyn Alders, | 30 min

Australia

Dealing with the media during a rabies incursion TBC 15 min

Comfort break 10 min

Regional examples of awareness campaigns Members 40 min

Discussion/Q&A Chair: OIE RRAP 45 min
Participants

This event targets OIE Members in Asia and the Pacific where rabies is non-endemic (including
those where certain areas are disease-free). These sessions on 22" and 23 March are open to
any appropriate participants from Members. They are also open to participants from other
countries as observers. Therefore, do not hesitate to share the event details with colleagues and
partners working in government, academia, research institutes, NGOs, and private sector
working on rabies in your own country or neighbouring countries.

The training is anticipated to be relevant to representatives from these groups:

- Focal point or person taking the lead in rabies control and elimination activities in
Member countries from both animal and human health sectors

- Representatives from the One Health secretariat/committee/task force (or equivalent,
as appropriate)

- OIE National Focal Points for Animal Disease Notification

- OIE National Focal Points for Communication

- One or two other representatives from biosecurity/quarantine departments (or
equivalent, as appropriate)

- Representatives from the tripartite and partners: FAO RAP, OIE RRAP and SRR-SEA, WHO
SEARO and WHO-WPRO, GARC

Course methodology
The training will be undertaken using PPT presentations, pre-recorded videos, live Q&A and
facilitated discussions.

Virtual platform

The event will be held using the Zoom platform. Please ensure to install Zoom on your computer
or smart phone to access the webinar. Download and create a Zoom account at
https://zoom.us/download if you do not already have one.




Registration

Participants are required to register for the webinar using the following
QR code or link: https://bit.ly/3gT4hXs

Once you register for the meeting, you will receive an email giving
access to join the zoom meeting. Please save the e-mail carefully as you
will need to join using the private link provided in the email.

Joining the webinar
Click on the link in your registration email to join the meeting on 22" and 23 March 2021.
Please join a few minutes before the scheduled starting time.

Other information
The webinar materials including presentations will be uploaded on the OIE Asia Pacific website
at https://rr-asia.oie.int/en/ after the event.

Event evaluation

At the end of the training, all participants will be asked to complete a short evaluation survey
(online) to assess the usefulness and impact of the training, to identify important topics for
future events, and suggestions to enhance rabies prevention and control in the region. The link
to the event evaluation will be shared later.

For further information about this training, please contact the OIE Regional Representation for
Asia and the Pacific: Dr Lesa Thompson ( L.thompson@oie.int ) with copy to asia.pacific@oie.int







